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A. rtiiile ago [,ord Stokes, uhen Sir Donakl"
spoke of '' trr,o nr:lny undergr'4dua,tes tnkiitg
art,q co{rrses and then doing a thesis r.)u
Sanskrrit iu.stead of teac,hing poople the airt
of, mod,er.n nmuagement ". Alas, there were
ihen-and bhsre are now-only a,b,ou,t a dozen
Britisir $tu.dents " doing a thesis on Sans-
ki* " ; excellent people but lrardly enoug;h
to ori'pple rnodern managenrent in this
couolEqry.

May nrodern managers flourish ! I would
cerHinly not compel fhem to srudy Saflskrir.
.llowever" I have been invi,ted to justify a
subject which has apparrently beconre a bv-
word for futil,ity. Wha,t do Sanskni,tists do.
and shou'ld i.t be allowed, Iet alone subsidized
by the taxpayer ?

To make th€ case for Sanskr,i,t is to make
t"he c;*se for the humanities. For ttre shrdy
of Sanskrit is the st'udy of Indrian civi,liza,tion.
Does e.rren lhis requ'ire a defence ? Perhaps
i.t does.

Ilhe study of cuhures, now mos,t conrnronly
ap.propriatnd by anr,hroporlogy, recognizes the
educative value of studying hurnan d,iversity.
lhe nmessatily complemenary study of what
all societies have in common may be edifv-
InS, ,tu,t is less enligh,tening,

I,n tl're study of oivilization, of he s]"stenla-
tlc d-rougitrts and arrtistic achi,evenients of a
oulflure--a study which mu$( detpend rnainlv
on writien reco,rds-we h,ope to achieve an
appreciati'on orf the comp,lexi.ty and varletl'
of Lru.rna,n exper,ience. There are no bo,uncl-s
to t-his complexity ; tru,t there are limi,ts to
the variety trr be found withirr one civi.lizn.
tlon.

'Frhe searc,h for ttris understanding. and for
the,:ultrvution of a many-sided iymparhy,
beg,i,t,s ire.s,f atr home, wi,*r lnateriai,. draw6
frnut, 'tur ow.n civilization. if we stiln ha\rf
any : it is n,ot ntu,ch use learning about Polr"-
nesi,a.n traditi,ons if you have neve,r" beco'nre
awar.e i.!,F -vou,r own, and certainllr the:.e i:r
no [)i]rn.r in readirrg a Sanskrir plav ii v,.r,r
have r,-'ver thoughiabout an Enftlislr on+

Give,:r . therefore, that 'we must tregin [r.l'
wqui"r."' sorne allprecianion of the ac,hreu*.
fin,oTr..liri {r,fi our o14/n civiliza,tion. we ma:v fh,a,rr
Bo fu!"t1 .lr afield because, as il,e saw ,,:..- i,.,'Fravel. [r,r'o,:rdens tihe mind.

\Me tr':rvetr hoth to acqu,ire objec,ts oii ;.rnr.pa!"isor vrillr our ow1 civili-zatii.rn-l,,tri:i.
wldl be helpf r-rl if we wish to forur :rry.
g,enerir.l t.hrorie.s about humanity---,.and rir
app,r'ell:rte f ll.- producrs oI the [or.r'iqrt i, ,.:1.
lz.a,t.iorrt in "h'lir. own rigltt.

'llillLe f,rllrmtr aiur is norw jnstltutiorr;rllir,.
(fdXi;:.J rr: ,rn'', ct siry distiplines calle,l '' rrLr:..
F:,rnrti' ': " {courp lir, comp linguisticr, corrrr:
re,[, ar' ]. str nrr ), I)[rt its prrlSuit rnav ul ,

lll,u,mina'rr: good old-fashi,orred strrdies Iilt,e
clarssi.-r and lr isrory i ihe Iatre,r sclvc< r,''
err.rii:,lt nrrr lives. and t shall suggesr llrat
tihis I'rrrc r <nci,r-rrnlitirai rc r^roll a< r ha,lnni:.

The c&se fior Sanskrflft
parative phiioLrgy. Ear'[ir:r: p,eneratiDr]s hdrl
Iooked t'or an original language-tletrrew wasa favourite candidate-.from which all othet:
known languages were derive<L
. Although European knowledge of Sanskrtt
immediately pul the study of llnguaee olr a
completely differert t'ooting, and -rapidly
led to tlre discovery . ot laws ot phonetil
chaug.e, the over-simple view was ar first
widespread rhat Sanskrir was tlre parent of
Latin and Greek.

This misconceptiorr srill has sorne popular
currerrcv. But philologists realizq thar San,
skrit was rather a cousin ot the Eludbpean clas.
sical Ianguages; and that all were-members
of the family of I ndoEuropean languages"
Sanskrit was merely the nrember of rhis tinr-
il-y which happened ro have preserved the
oldest records-un,til IIi ttite was discoverql
in this century.

The. discovery of Sanskrir aroused greai:
enthusiasnr in the early rrineteenth centut'y"
for it opened a vast new vista of culture rich
and . strangg, yet _sornehow related to ourit+
not irremediably alien-

Friedrich Schlegel, whose German trans..,
lation of Shakespeare is still the most usecl
and adnrired, alrd who coined the term " cotu-
parative grammar ", expected tn find fha:
highest romanticism in the East. l-ater in the
century, Darwinism aroused interest in the
evolution of humarr thought, and some hoperJ,
on the linguistic analogy, to probe back iu
early Indian texts towards the origins of
phiiosophv and religion-

This corrfusion of culrure with biology con..
tributed to the unforturlate ltisconceptiolilr
that because Enelish and Sanskrit were n'e-
lated languages tlte spealiers ,ot. those nangua.,,
ges wele geneticdlly relateol. Aryalr, a saft.
skrit word meaning " noble ", irecame under-
stood as a ltcial ferrl, and Hitler borrcwed arr
Irrdian auspicious symbol, the swastika.
thorrgh he gol it the wrong wa-v round.

.J

Richarci Gcrrnrrhnict'l di:tenrJs a su b1r,:u[ ii[:iir:ru:n':''l':i1'lll;1 ."]ll ,''"lii;"J,.1.1i1

wlllrrse place im ttre modennr

xnniversity has recelntly conle umdeLr: atfiack
1[,ictlc amit.y can develo6l X:reri:woen peop)iex

lvhtrnr one is ig,norant of ttri: ottrer'':r q,,tIues
:rmd actrievenrents,,irnplicitly as5urning. trr itu
igrrol'ance that only the otharr sirou ll.,"l rnake
thc ef{ort.

The trndian sub-continent ls conrpar'able in
slzc..and diverrsity. to Iiurope. Bun. Sa.nskritic

'rrve, .irtscritrr,liorrs nf thc Flnm[rerrorr. A,soka (2(Jg"
232 ilc) ;rre in ,Prakrit" .&4on I ttran a urillc;r.
ili(rllr iater the motletn languages oI m{)rfl)er.lr
I ndia ( fulldern lttdo-Arlzarr i 1re'4,a1 I.r Jevel6p I
M,r'atlri. Cujarati. Benglli. [linrli. and >u oir.

Sonre of these have man-y Persian [oan-
wor $.s, but the.y are closely related to

lrVirai tasks alvaii nlorlerrr sclrrrlarstriir ? Thr:
exrant literatur'r: in .Sanskril excceds nrauy
finres over thr[ -surviving in {.atin and Creel<"
Vr:t only a ft:r(tir)n rlI il, rrruvlli.a tenllt. I],rs;
cveu beert lrrrblis[rer{, irnnl orrly a minute {'rac-
tit) i of that f|action has lrcen critically ediledi.

l\zlost Sanskrit texts are sti[[ onlv avai[alr]1e
in tnanuscrlpt, and tlre consrrvatirlll of rrrtrrru-
scripts in rlrc I ndialr clinrate ntquires rnorrey
ilrtC att entiorr lvhicle thr' c{)Lr lltlv's ecorrornic
pliglrt sirrrply drres rrot secin tr) illrrvid.'. \'er
eveu in British librarics thele Le severa.l
thousand uncatalo.gued inanLlscripts" wi'th lro
a..^J.- - .-..
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